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Chapter X, PART III.

GOD DUAL - FATHER AND MOTHER
25. An all-important, sublime, and foundational doctrine of the Shakers is the Existence of an Eternal Father and an Eternal Mother in Deity — the Heavenly Parents of all angelical and human beings. They claim that the knowledge of God has been progressive from age to age, and from Dispensation to Dispensation.

26. In the first cycle, when spirituality in man was "as the waters to the ankles," God was known only as a great Spirit. In the second cycle, when spirituality was "as the waters to the knees," men began to inquire who and what God was, and received for answer, "I am that I am." You are not prepared to comprehend me further.

27. In the third cycle, when spirituality in the soul was "as the waters to the loins," God, for the first time, was revealed to man as Father.

28. In the fourth cycle, when spirituality is becoming as a deep and broad expanse of waters, "that can not be measured" (see Ezek.xlvii.), God is also revealed in the character of Mother — an Eternal Mother — the bearing spirit of all the creation of God, to whom the Shakers think reference is made in the Scriptures, particularly in the following extracts from the book of "Proverbs", under the appellation of Wisdom:

29. "The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. When there were no depths I was brought forth: when there were no fountains abounding with water. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth: while as yet He had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world."

30. "When He prepared the heavens, I was there: when He set a compass upon the face of the depth: when He established the clouds above: when He strengthened the fountains of the deep: when He gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment: when He appointed the foundations of the earth: then I was by Him, as One brought up with Him; and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before Him."

31. As Father, God is the infinite Fountain of intelligence, and the Source of all power — "the Almighty, great and terrible in majesty;" "the high and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy, dwelling in the high and holy place;" and "a consuming fire."

32. But, as Mother, "God is love" and tenderness! If all the maternal affections of all the female or bearing spirits in animated nature were combined together, and then concentered in one individual human female, that person would be but as a type or image of our Eternal Heavenly Mother.

33. The duality of God is expressed in the book of "Genesis" as follows: "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. So God created man in his own image; male and female created He them; and called their name Adam."

34. From which, the Shakers insist, that it is the male and female in man that is peculiarly the "image of God." In this conclusion they further strengthen themselves from the Apostle Paul, who affirms that the order of the "Godhead," and the "eternal creative power of God," which would otherwise be invisible to man, are "clearly seen, by", through and in, "the things that are made."

35. Consequently, if this be admitted, it follows, from the undeniable fact that all the things which God has "made" are dual; beginning with the mineral kingdom, which, from the "old red sandstone" to the very latest geological formation, exhibit the action of two forces, the positive and negative, which forms, in the vegetable kingdom, gradually resolve themselves into male and female types, from the fern to the polypus; and, in the animal kingdom, they are progressively developed from the polypus up to the simia tribes; and ultimately they culminate in man and woman, the image of God their Creator.

36. It seems scarcely possible to resist this evidence of a dual order, so "clearly seen" throughout all the domains of nature; or to admit it, without proving that God also is DUAL, Father and Mother, the image and likeness of man, whom He has made male and female.
37. "No carnal man hath seen God at any time," or witnessed an act of arbitrary, sovereign creative power. The "eternal [creative ] power" of God is only known to man through the perpetual operation of the originating and reproducing powers of male and female principles.

38. The Shakers believe that the distinction of sex is eternal; that it inheres in the soul itself; and that no angels or spirits exist who are not male and female.

39. From the fact that Adam (and Eve) "was the figure of him that was to come," they argue that the "second Adam, the Lord from heaven, a quickening Spirit," was also dual, male and female; and that they were the spiritual Father and Mother of Jesus, begetting, watching over, and bearing him in the regeneration towards the new birth, into their own quickening spiritual element.

40. Every thing is begotten, travails, and is born into the elements of its parents, "That which is [begotten and] born of the Spirit, is spirit."

41. Jesus, being a male, could only reveal and manifest the Father in Christ and God. But when the second Adam appeared to Ann, and became her spiritual Parents, she, being a female, revealed and manifested the Mother Spirit in Christ and in Deity.

42. The affectional nature in man seeks its Source and Parent — the Maternal Spirit in Deity. Ignorance, or a perverted theology, may divert it into wrong channels, as in the worshipers of female gods in the heathen nations, which are known to be more numerous than all others; or the Roman Catholic adoration of the Virgin Mary — "the Mother of God." But nothing can destroy the intuitive reverence of the human soul for a Heavenly Mother. It is as innate and universal as is the belief in Deity.

